88                     A SHORT VIEW OF THE

One third part of the rents of Ireland is spent in England,
which with the profit of employments, pensions, appeals,
journeys of pleasure or health, education at the Inns of
Court, and both Universities, remittances at pleasure, the
pay of all superior officers in the army and other incidents,
will amount to a full half of the income of the whole King-
dom, all clear profit to England.

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, silver, or even
copper. In the Isle of Man, they com their own silver,
every petty Prince, vassal to the Emperor, can com what
money he pleaseth.1 And in this as in most of the articles
already mentioned, we are an exception to all other States
or Monarchies that were ever known in the world.

As to the last, or fourteenth article, we take special care
to act diametrically contrary to it in the whole course of our
lives. Both sexes, but especially the women, despise and
abhor to wear any of their own manufactures, even those
which are better made than in other countries, particularly
a sort of silk plaid, through which the workmen are forced
to run a sort of gold thread that it may pass for Indian.
Even ale and potatoes in great quantity are imported from
England as well as corn, and our foreign trade is little more
than importation of French wine, for which I am told we
pay ready money

Now if all this be true, upon which I could easily enlarge,
I would be glad to know by what secret method it is that
we grow a rich and flourishing people, without liberty, trade,
manufactures, inhabitants, money, or the privilege of coin-
ing y without industry, labour or improvement of lands, and
with more than half of the rent and profits of the whole
Kingdom, annually exported, for which we receive not a
single farthing: And to make up all this, nothing worth
mentioning, except the linen of the North, a trade casual,
corrupted, and at mercy, and some butter from Cork. If
we do flourish, it must be against every law of Nature
and Reason, like the thorn at Glastonbury, that blossoms in
the midst of Winter.

Let the worthy Commissioners who come from England

1 See on this subject the agitation against Wood's halfpence in the
volume dealing with " The Diapier's Letters." [T. S.]